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To my Chinese readers,

It is a pleasure to introduce THE REVENGE OF GEOGRAPHY .
This book has special relevance to China. For China is faced with
both geographical opportunities and geographical dilemmas.
Because of China's demographic and relative economic strength, it is
able influence adjacent areas like the Russian Far East, Outer
Mongolia, and especially former-Soviet Central Asia, where it is
building energy pipelines and other infrastructure. On the other
hand, China is faced with developmental challenges within its own
borders. Geography will thus go a long way to explain the future
challenges of the Middle Kingdom.

Sincerely,
Robert D. Kaplan
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